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Confused? Don’t be what you are looking at could be the difference between you passing or failing your writing exam. This is called a Mind Map, and this example is taken from the Open University’s website.
[image: Mind Map]
A Mind Map is basically another way of displaying information to help you organize and express the important points of an essay subject. Exams are one of the biggest pressures students face and anything that can help you in your quest for the best results can only be a positive thing.

 So what are the actual advantages of using Mind Maps? Well they can actually help your brain recall relationships between specific issues or subjects. The visual quality of a Mind Map will also help stimulate your memory to retain more information. This is because it has been proven that the use of color can stimulate the brain in a more effective way.
Various advocates of the use of Mind Maps have spoken of how they can improve your ability to manage information and the flow of your ideas. This then can lead to increased concentration and confidence in students as they become more comfortable within their specialized area of study.

Mindmaps can be used in the prewriting process to explore topics and to plan out your essay.
The following is an example illustrating how a mindmap can be used to create essay:
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